








Robert Lodge
Class of 1964

Maj. Robert Alfred Lodge attended 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology for 
one year prior to entering USAFA in 1960. 
Upon graduation, Lodge completed pilot 

training in 1966 and became a pilot in F-105 and F-4D aircraft. 
During two voluntary tours in Southeast Asia, Lodge flew 186 
combat missions and received the Silver Star with four Oak 
Leaf Clusters, the Distinguished Flying Cross with six Oak Leaf 
Clusters, 37 Air Medals and a Purple Heart.

Lodge was one of the pilots involved in the LINEBACKER 
offensive in 1972, targeting the Paul Doumer Bridge and the 
Yen Vien railroad yard near downtown Hanoi. On May 10, 1972, 
Lodge’s F-4D was shot down while on a combat mission over 
North Vietnam. Lodge was declared missing in action. His back-
seater, Capt. Robert Locher, survived and was later rescued. On 
May 17, 1973, Lodge was officially declared killed in action. In 
1977, Lodge’s remains were identified and returned to the U.S.

For his distinguished achievements in air combat tactics in 
Southeast Asia, resulting in the downing of several enemy 
aircraft, Lodge was posthumously honored with the Jabara 
Award for airmanship in 1974.



Nicole Malachowski
Class of 1996

Early in her career, Col. Nicole Malachowski 
served as an operational F-15E pilot in 
three fighter squadrons. She flew more 
than 190 combat hours in Operation 

Deliberate Forge, Operation Iraqi Freedom and homeland 
defense missions in support of Operation Noble Eagle. 
Malachowski later became the first woman pilot to be part of 
the Air Force Thunderbirds aerial demonstration team. She also 
served as commander of the 333rd Fighter Squadron.

In 2007, Malachowski received the Living Legacy Award from 
the Women’s International Center for her global contributions to 
women. In 2008, she was inducted into the Pioneer Hall of Fame 
by Women in Aviation International. She also was the 2009 
recipient of the Lillian Keil Award from the American Veterans 
Center, recognizing her for contributions to the military.

From 2008-09, Malachowski served as a White House Fellow, 
where she was a member of the Presidential Transition Support 
Team in the office of the president-elect, Barack Obama. From 
2015-16, Malachowski served as the first female executive 
director of Joining Forces, a White House initiative supporting 
veterans, service members and military families.



Allan McArtor
Class of 1964

T. Allan McArtor joined Airbus Americas as 
board chairman in 2001. He was selected 
as CEO and chairman of Airbus Group, Inc. 
in 2013 and has served in that dual capacity 

since. He oversees the operations and strategy for Airbus Group 
companies in the United States, Canada and Latin America.

After graduating from USAFA, McArtor was a combat fighter 
pilot in Vietnam from 1968 to 1969. He was later an associate 
professor of engineering mechanics at USAFA and a pilot with 
the U.S. Air Force’s Thunderbirds Aerial Demonstration Team.

In 1979, he joined Federal Express as a senior executive. From 
1987-89, he was tapped by President Reagan to head up the 
Federal Aviation Administration. During his tenure, McArtor 
helped modernize the nation’s air traffic control system and 
helped restore the public’s confidence in the FAA.

McArtor returned to FedEx in 1989. He would later found and 
become the CEO of Legend Airlines. McArtor received the 
National Aeronautic Association’s 2015 Wesley L. McDonald 
Distinguished Statesman of Aviation Award. In 2014, McArtor 
was inducted to the Living Legends of Aviation.



Martha McSally
Class of 1988

Col. (Ret.) Martha McSally served 26 
years at USAFA and in the Air Force. In 
1995, following the repeal of the combat 
restriction against female pilots, McSally 

became the first female Air Force pilot to fly in combat over 
enemy territory, enforcing the no-fly zone imposed over Iraq.

McSally was selected to become an A-10 instructor pilot, 
becoming the first woman in U.S. history to serve in that role.
In 1999, McSally was chosen to participate in the Air Force’s 
Legislative Fellowship Program, serving as a national security 
advisor. She was later assigned to Saudi Arabia to oversee 
combat search and rescue operations over southern Iraq 
and Afghanistan. While there, McSally was on the leadership 
team that planned and executed the initial air campaign in 
Afghanistan after the 9/11 attacks.

In 2004, McSally took over as commander of the 354th Fighter 
Squadron, becoming the first woman to command a combat 
aviation unit. After retiring from the Air Force, McSally ran for 
Congress in 2012. McSally ran again in 2014 and was elected to 
represent Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House, 
becoming only the second graduate to be elected to Congress.



Dana Born
Class of 1983

Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Dana Born is a lecturer 
in public policy at Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School of Government. She 
enjoyed a 30-year career with the Air Force 

before retiring in 2013.

From 2004-13, she served two terms as the dean of the 
faculty for the U.S. Air Force Academy, where she was also a 
professor and head of the Behavioral Sciences and Leadership 
Department. During her tenure as dean, Born oversaw the 
delivery of more than 500 undergraduate courses in 32 
academic disciplines for the Academy’s 4,000 cadets. Born 
also was an assistant professor and permanent professor at the 
Academy during two additional career stints.

Born commanded the 11th Mission Support Squadron at Bolling 
Air Force Base in Washington, D.C., providing education, 
training, and family support to service members in the National 
Capital Region and around the world. She also was an exchange 
officer with the Royal Australian Air Force, and served in 
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Born has been a trustee on the USAFA Falcon Foundation.



Hansford Johnson
Class of 1959

Thirty years after graduating with the first 
USAFA class, Gen. Hansford Johnson ’59 
became the first alumnus to rise to the rank 
of general in the Air Force. Gen. Johnson 

was directly involved with virtually every U.S. conflict from 
Vietnam to the War on Terrorism.

Johnson’s first operational assignment was flying C-130 
transports throughout Europe, Africa, the Middle East and West 
Asia. Later, Johnson volunteered for duty in South Vietnam.

Johnson later was an instructor and assistant professor at 
the U.S. Air Force Academy. Johnson also led Strategic Air 
Command and was deputy commander-in-chief of Central 
Command. In the late 1980s, he was appointed commander of 
the Transportation and Military Airlift Commands.

After retiring, Johnson was appointed by presidents George H. 
W. Bush and Bill Clinton to serve on the 1993 Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission. In 2001, Johnson became assistant 
secretary of the Navy just one month before the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks. In 2003, he became acting secretary of the 
Navy, guiding that service during Operation Iraqi Freedom.



Alonzo Babers
Class of 1983

Alonzo Babers was the first USAFA 
graduate to win a gold medal during the 
Olympics. In fact, he won two gold medals 
during the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles.

While at USAFA, he participated in track and played football 
for one season. Babers still holds the Academy record in the 
400-meter, 300-yard and 500-yard dashes. Babers made his 
international track debut at the 1983 World Championships as 
a member of the U.S. 4x400 relay team. The next year was the 
best and last season for Babers as a competitive athlete. Babers 
was second at the U.S. Olympic trials in the 400-meter dash and, 
although not favored to win a medal, won Olympic gold in both 
the 400 meters and 4x400 relay.

Just one month after his double-gold performance, Babers went 
to flight training school and began a career as a pilot. He was 
an active duty officer in the Air Force from 1983-91 and later 
served in the Air Force Reserves. After leaving the Air Force, 
Babers became a 777 pilot for United Airlines.

Babers, a two-time NCAA All-American, was inducted into the 
USAFA Athletic Hall of Fame as part of its inaugural class in 2007.



Dyan Gibbens
Class of 2004

Dyan Gibbens is CEO and founder of 
Trumbull Unmanned, a company that 
utilizes drone technology to aid the oil 
industry. The company provides mapping, 

monitoring and inspecting services for some of the largest oil 
companies in the world. Fortune magazine recognized Gibbens 
as one of the nation’s top women shaping the drone industry. 
She also was recognized as an “up-and-comer CEO” by CNBC.

Gibbens studied engineering while at USAFA and was an 
instructor pilot and a member of the parachute team. During 
her AF career, Gibbens served as an acquisitions officer. While 
managing cruise missiles, Gibbens earned her MBA.

She later took a job to support Air Force One and Global 
Hawk UAS engineering and logistics. Her doctoral research in 
UAS/drones, RFID, wireless systems, computer vision and the 
promotion of hydrocarbon sequestration from a UAV eventually 
led Gibbens to her interest in the energy sector.

She served as a distinguished lecturer for the Society of 
Petroleum Engineers (SPE) in 2015-16, participating in a global 
tour to speak on UAS safety, risk and operations. 



Scott Kirby
Class of 1989

J. Scott Kirby is the president of American 
Airlines Group and American Airlines, its 
principal subsidiary company. In his role 
as president, Kirby oversees American’s 

operations, planning, marketing, sales and alliances.

After graduating from USAFA and completed his master’s 
degree in operations research, Kirby served as an economist 
for the Under Secretary of Defense, Program Acquisition and 
Evaluation Office, at the Pentagon.

After leaving the Air Force, Kirby went to work for Sabre 
Decision Technologies, where he consulted with various airlines. 
In 1995, he joined America West Airlines as a senior director. 
He was promoted to vice president in 1998 and senior vice 
president in 2000. America West merged with US Airways in 
2005 and Kirby eventually was named president of US Airways 
in 2006. Kirby helped guide that airline through bankruptcy 
proceedings in 2012 and merger negotiations in 2013. In 2013, 
Kirby became president of AAG and American Airlines. He 
joined the board of directors of American in 2014.

Kirby serves on the board for the USAFA Endowment.


