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Recently, my very close friend and classmate, 
Colonel Bob Munson (USAF, Retired) and his wife 
of 38 years, Pam, visited with me at my office 
here at the USAFA Endowment. The purpose 
of the meeting was for me to ask Bob and Pam 
to donate to the Class of 1973’s 40th reunion 
class gift, which will endow, in perpetuity, the 
Academy’s National Character and Leadership 
Symposium (NCLS).  Over the years, our class 
has pledged over $650,000 to this very worthy 
symposium and has been designated as a flag-
ship sponsor. Our class, with the help of other 
donors, provides money and support to host 
talented outside speakers to address the cadets 
at NCLS—a valuable opportunity that would not 
be possible under normal governmental budget-
ary constraints. This margin of excellence adds 
much to the cadet experience, and—we hope—
contributes to making them better leaders of 
character for our nation.
 
Class giving started with the Class of 1959, and 
each and every class since then has continued 
with this great tradition. Over the years, classes 
have donated to almost every aspect of our 
great school. Some examples include the Class 
of 1961, which just dedicated two new monu-
ments in the cadet cemetery, and the Class of 
1969, which has set a goal of raising $2 million 
for the new Wing Honor Board Room in the Cen-

ter for Character and Leadership Development 
(CCLD). The Class of 1976 has already reached 
114% of its goal to name the CCLD Commons 
area. To support our Academy intercollegiate 
teams, the Classes of 1978 and 1979 each raised 
over a million dollars for the two end zones in 
the Holaday Athletic Center (HAC).  

The list goes on and on. In fact, the Class of 
2012 has already started the habit of giving 
back. Through their graduating class project, 
they have already committed over $100,000 
for various cadet programs over the next 5 
years. Even with these young lieutenants’ limited 
financial resources, many already know what a 
difference our Academy has made in their lives 
and want to start the journey of giving back to 
the “Zoo.”
 
As I spoke with Bob and Pam Munson about 
our class gift to the NCLS, it was not hard to 
enlist their support. You see, Bob is our class 
president, and he has been a driving force in 
our class, generously supporting the Academy 
through financial contributions to projects like 
NCLS and by offering his time, experience 
and skills.  He volunteers as a physician at the 
Academy Hospital and Cadet Clinic, and in the 
summer, he can be found in the medical tent at 
Jack’s Valley. Bob is also a senior officer men-
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tor for the Academy’s honor probation 
program and works hard as a member 
of the AOG’s Board of Directors, which 
consumes the bulk of his volunteer 
hours.  Pam also loves this institution and 
helps with NCLS and raising funds. Bob 
and Pam know how much the Academy 
helped shape their entire lives, and they 
have made a commitment in both their 

Manuel Bettencourt ’68 in South Carolina.

Looking to 
the Heavens–
Polaris Society

The 19th Annual National 
Character and Leader-
ship Symposium took 
place at the Air Force 
Academy on Febru-
ary 23-24, 2012. The 
event’s theme, “Walk 
the Walk: Leaders in 
Ethical Action,” focused 

on the importance of character develop-
ment, leadership and behavioral integrity. 
NCLS featured distinguished leaders from 
across the nation in over 40 discussion 
panels and speaker presentations.

Mr. H. Ross Perot, prominent businessman 
and philanthropist, addressed the cadets 
during a speech at Arnold Hall, exhorting 
them to learn from the heroic actions of 
past leaders, citing General James “Rob-

When Manuel Bettencourt ‘68 served on 
the AOG Board in the 1990s, he helped 
form the Polaris Society to recognize in-
dividuals who, like him, arrange for future 
support to the Academy.

“I’m proud to have been involved, and the 
Polaris name should inspire all USAFA grads 
to leave a legacy gift through their estates,” 
says Manuel. “I’m pleased to see its renewed 
emphasis by the USAFA Endowment.” 

The Georgia native was an intel offi-
cer, later receiving a divinity degree to 
become a chaplain. He returned as a line 
officer, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel in 
1989. Now living in Hilton Head, business 
interests and six years as Chair of the 
Savannah River Site (DOE) Advisory Board 
have kept him busy. 

Polaris Society information may be ob-
tained from Dale Zschoche, at 
dale.zschoche@usafaendowment.org, or  
719.238.7510.

bie” Risner and Captain Lance Sijan ’65 as 
examples. Mr. Perot also presented a $3.5 
million gift to the Academy, in support 
of the General James R. Risner Senior 
Military Scholar at the new Center for 
Character and Leadership Development. 

“Mr. Perot and the Perot Foundation have 
ensured that our cadets will have access 
to the top thinkers and innovators in 
their field,” said retired General Stephen 
Lorenz ’73, President and CEO of the 
USAFA Endowment. “It’s a tremendous 
commitment made even more meaning-
ful by Mr. Perot’s unique understanding 
of the Academy’s mission and his deep 
appreciation for the contributions and 
sacrifices that our graduates make in 
service to our nation.”

THey STAnd for inTeGriTy. The Academy 
is the nation’s premier institution for developing leaders 
of character for the nation. Your gift to the Air force 
Academy fund at the Sabre Society level provides vital 
support for cadet and graduate programs and services in 
support of this great tradition.

Please don’t wait. Give generously today in support 
of the best cause we can think of, for our present and 
future leaders.   

Give online: For more information or to give online, 
visit www.usafaendowment.org. 

Give by mail: Checks payable to USAFA Endowment, 
3116 Academy Dr. Ste 200, USAF Academy, CO  80840. 

Give by phone: (719) 472-0300 Ext 200.

Leaders don’t wait– 
 they take action.

Academy’s national Character 
and Leadership Symposium a Success

precious time and money to give back 
to help this current generation of cadets 
reach their full potential as leaders for 
our nation. 
 
Sometime in the future—when the phone 
rings and your classmate is on the line, 
asking you to donate to your class gift—I 
ask each and every one of you who love 

our school to please pause and reflect 
on what this one-of-a-kind institution has 
done to help shape your life and the life 
of your family. Then, please reach deep 
into your heart and give what you can, 
when you can.  

Thank you for caring about our school.



AttEntiOn: Sabre, Polaris, and Guidon Society members

R.S.V.P. (Accepts only) no later than July 11 by visiting www.usafa.org, go to Events and click 
on “Academy Summit 2012.” For questions, contact Gina Simler at (719) 472 0300 ext. 200 or 
gina.simler@usafaendowment.org
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Steve and Donna Amdor

Giving Back: 
Steve Amdor ’65

July 18-20, 2012
Academy Summit
USAFA, Colorado Springs, CO
 
September 1, 2012
Parents’ Weekend
AFA vs Idaho State
USAFA, Colorado Springs, CO
 
September 7, 2012
Donor Event
Sheraton Hotel, Ann Arbor, MI
 
September 8, 2012
Tailgate
AFA vs Michigan
Ann Arbor Golf & Outing Club, 
Ann Arbor, MI
 
november 2, 2012
Donor Dinner
Castle on the Hudson, 
Tarrytown, NY
 
november 3, 2012
Tailgate/AFA vs Army
TBD/West Point, NY

July 18-20, 2012

U.S. Air Force Academy

Steve Amdor arrived at the Air Force 
Academy in 1961 as a member of the Class 
of 1965.  Coming from a farm in Illinois, a 
military institution like the Academy was 
quite a shock. He arrived early in the morn-
ing to get a head start, which was a mistake 
as the upper classmen decided to use him 
for 3 hours’ worth of instructional practice. 
His first roommate wasn’t much help in the 
military department either, since he was a 
peanut farmer’s son from Georgia – Jody 
Powell, President Carter’s press secretary.

Steve’s saving diversion from USAFA aca-
demics and military activities was sports.  He 
played football and ran track, which kept 
him on the training tables and provided 
off-base activities. Lining up as the starting 
fullback in the 1963 Gator Bowl was a par-
ticularly memorable moment in his USAFA 
sports career. After graduation, Steve re-
mained at the Academy as a football gradu-
ate assistant for Ben Martin. He learned how 
difficult it was to recruit talented, motivated, 
qualified athletes, especially for a military 
institution during the Vietnam War.

After the Academy, Steve went off to pilot 
training. Over the course of his career, he 
flew F-100s in combat during the 1968 Tet 
Offensive and the Misty FAC mission in 
North Vietnam, in addition to flying F-4s and 
F-16s in Europe, Korea and CONUS. His last 
assignment was as F-16 Squadron Com-
mander at Luke Air Force Base—the best 
job in the Air Force, in his opinion.

Steve and his wife, Donna, now divide their 
time between Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
and Surprise, Arizona. Their visits to their 6 

children and 11 grandchildren keep them 
busy, and they frequently travel between 
New Mexico, Ohio, Virginia, Arizona and 
Colorado. The Amdors also enjoy traveling 
internationally. Recent trips include river 
cruises on the Rhone, Saone, Yangtze, Dan-
ube, Mosel and Rhine, and a wonderful auto 
adventure in Ireland. Donna has devoted 
much of her personal time supporting Casa 
Angelica, a home for profoundly disabled 
children in Albuquerque. She is also actively 
involved in the Catholic charities of St. Peter 
Church in Monument, Colorado.  

The Amdors’ motto is: “Life is good, and 
good health is a blessing.” They feel fortunate 
to be able to give back to the Air Force Acad-
emy programs that are dear to their hearts. 
One of their favorite funds that they support 
is the Warrior Remembrance Endowment, as 
they are avid Falcon fans and Blue and Silver 
members. Steve and Donna have donated to 
the Academy through the USAFA Endow-
ment ever since their good friend, classmate, 
and teammate, Bart Holaday ’65, convinced 
them that giving back to the Academy is a 
wonderful and fulfilling experience.   
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